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Affirmative Fair Housing Marketing Plan 

Frequently Asked Questions 

Updated: 12/03/2025 

 

Summary: The Affirmative Fair Housing Marketing Plan (AFHMP) is required by IHDA to 
be updated every five years, when there is a transfer of physical assets (new ownership), 
when there is a change in managing agent (new property management company), and 
when a new deal has closed. Below is a list of frequently asked questions about this 
document.  

 

FAQs:  

1. I think my property is self-managed, but there is a different owner entity than 
management agent, is that accurate?  

a. In most cases, developments are not owner managed. It is more common that 
a property is developed, owned and managed by the same or related 
companies; however, the management arm of the company has its own FEIN 
distinct from the single purpose entity owning the development, and it is 
therefore not owner managed. An example of an owner managed property 
would be a development that is owned and operated by a single person. 

2. How do I identify which demographic groups are least likely to apply without 
special outreach efforts?  

a. When you complete your demographic chart, you should be able to easily 
identify which demographic group is most prevalent (i.e. highest percentage) 
compared to the existing tenant population across your census tract, market, 
and expanded market areas. The target demographic groups are those that 
are less representative in the overall market and tenant population and, in 
general, meet or exceed 1% of the overall population.  

3. My development does not do any marketing because all our units are filled by a 
third party (like a Public Housing Authority or Continuum of Care), do I need to fill 
this out?  

a. A lot of developments do not manage their own waitlist nor select their own 
tenants and instead partner with their local Public Housing Authority or 
similar organization. This model does not exempt your development from 
conducting affirmative marketing. All IHDA developments are required to 
affirmatively market their property, including posting on 
ILHousingSearch.org. Many partners choose to post/share the marketing 
materials the third party uses so prospective tenants know how to apply for 
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housing at your development instead of creating your own materials. All 
marketing materials you use for your development need to have the fair 
housing logo.  

4. The building has older project signage without a fair housing logo, is that a 
requirement?  

a. Yes, this is a federal requirement. All site and project signage is required to 
have the fair housing logo. You can get stickers, decals, and stencils in lieu of 
replacing the signage.  

5. How do I find my development’s census tract?  
a. Enter the address of the development here and it will tell you which census 

tract the development is in.  
6. My development has multiple locations in different census tracts, how do I choose? 

a. You can either provide a separate attachment that includes the demographic 
information for each unique census tract, or you can use the average of all 
census tracts using the chart provided (i.e. total then average each 
demographic group across all census tracts).   

7. What is the difference between the housing market area and the expanded housing 
market area?  

a. The housing market area is the area directly surrounding the development 
and the expanded market area is the broader region. For example, if your 
development is in Springfield, IL your market area might be the City of 
Springfield, but the expanded market area may be all of Sangamon County.  

8. How do I fill out the expanded market area chart if there are multiple counties in my 
expanded market area?  

a. Many developments identify multiple counties as part of their expanded 
market area. For example, your market area might be Cook County, but your 
expanded market area might be DuPage, Kane, and Lake counties. When 
selecting multiple geographies, you would need to find the average of all 
counties and upload all demographics for all counties listed in the expanded 
market area for verification. 

i. Tip: you may find it helpful to create a separate spreadsheet to do the 
averaging math for you and you are more than welcome to share that 
with IHDA too.  

9. None of our staff have current fair housing training certifications. What can we do?   
a. There are many free fair housing training courses available online that you 

can take any time to get a certification. However, if you are unable to locate a 
training in the next several weeks then in some circumstances, IHDA staff 
may be able to accept proof of registration for an upcoming class.   

10. I have a question about the form, who can I contact?   
a. Your Compliance Analyst is the best person to reach out to if you have any 

questions regarding the AFHMP.  

 
 

https://geocoding.geo.census.gov/geocoder/geographies/address?form

