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IHDA Food Access Tool

As part of IHDA’s project application process, applicants are required to provide proof 
that projects are within an acceptable distance from fresh, healthy food. 

• Projects in Chicago, Metro Chicago or Other Metro areas must be within at least 
1 mile of a full-service grocery store, farmers' or produce market.

• Non-metro area projects must be within 5 miles of a grocery store or market.
• Applicants can provide proof of acceptable food access using the Food Access tool 

on IHDA's webpage at https://www.ihda.org/developers/market-research/food-
access-ppa-verification-process/

https://www.ihda.org/developers/market-research/food-access-ppa-verification-process/
https://www.ihda.org/developers/market-research/food-access-ppa-verification-process/
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• The Food Access tool can by found by hovering over Developers in the main 
menu and clicking on Market Research.
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• From the options on the page, click on Food Access PPA Verification Process link

• You will be directed to a page containing information about the Food Access tool.
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• Click on the map image for the Food Access tool.
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• Once the Food Access Locator has opened, you will see a map on the right-hand 
side of the screen with search and map options on the left. 

• The map shows orange dots representing locations of food access sites throughout 
the state of Illinois.
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You can select the location of 
your project and find food 
access points near it in a 
couple ways:
• You can zoom in on the map to 

its location and click the project 
site

• Or enter your project location 
address in the search bar in the 
top of the left-hand side of the 
map.

Once you have selected your 
project location, the tool will 
automatically draw a circle with 
the predetermined radius 
around the point and select all 
food access points within the 
circle.
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