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Illinois Housing Development Authority
The Illinois Housing Development Authority (IHDA) is a self-supporting state agency that finances the creation and the preservation of affordable housing throughout Illinois to increase the supply of decent and safe places for people of low or moderate means to live.  IHDA accomplishes its mission through a number of federal and state funding sources. IHDA is also a bonding authority and independently sells bonds, based on its own good credit, to finance affordable housing in Illinois.  Since its creation in 1967, IHDA has allocated more than $10.6 billion and financed more than 215,000 affordable units across the state.  

Hardest Hit Fund Program
The U.S. Department of the Treasury established the Hardest Hit Fund (HHF) Program in February 2010 to provide targeted aid to families in states hit hard by the economic and housing market downturn.  Illinois was approved to receive $445,603,557.  IHDA, as the state housing finance agency, was chosen to administer these funds.  

IHDA has created a program, the Illinois Hardest Hit Program which will provide temporary mortgage payment assistance to households that are struggling due to unemployment and underemployment, but are working to regain sufficient income to keep their home.   Specifically, IHDA will provide funding to pay, in part or in full, eligible homeowners’ mortgage arrearages and their monthly mortgage payments for up to 18 months.  A maximum of $25,000 will be available to eligible households in ‘hardest hit’ counties that have higher than state average rates of unemployment, home price decline, foreclosure, and mortgage delinquency.  Households in all other counties can receive up to $20,000 in assistance.  IHDA will rely on a statewide network of housing, development, and community action agencies participating as HHF Sponsors, to provide eligibility screening before files advance to IHDA for approval. HHF Sponsor screenings include reviewing the homeowner’s documents; performing a tract search; and facilitating the recording of the loan documents.  Participating agencies can receive up to $950 per household depending on the level of service provided. 

The program will be managed through the use of an online, interactive client management system and participating HHF Sponsors will be provided with training and on-going support.  
IHDA estimates that 15,000 to 27,000 households will be assisted through Illinois Hardest Hit Program.  IHDA has access to these federal funds through December 31, 2017.

HHF Sponsor Application 

Intake Agency Participation

	Agency Information
	

	Name 
	

	Address (main office)
	

	Telephone
	

	Fax
	

	Executive Director
	

	Chief Contact
	

	Chief Contact e-mail
	

	Website
	

	Are you HUD Certified?
	

	If Yes, provide a copy of the HUD Certification
	


	Agency Location(s)
	Please indicate all office locations and relevant service areas

	Main Office address
	

	County(s) served
	

	Satellite Office address
	

	County(s) served
	

	Satellite Office address
	

	County(s) served
	

	Satellite Office address
	

	County(s) served
	

	*Additional Satellite Offices 
	

	
	*If your agency has additional Illinois office locations, provide all required information (address, County(s) served) on a separate form


	Client Contact Staff Information
Please provide the following information for each staff member that is in contact with clients and would be conducting screenings for the Program ( if additional space is needed provide on a separate page)

	Name and Email

	Provide trainings or certifications in housing, counseling, foreclosure, lending, and real estate completed within the last 12 months (include dates)

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


	Agency Informational Questions
The following is for information purposes only and will not be used to deny participation in the Program

	Do you have the ability to pull credit reports?

	

	Are you capable of performing title searches?

	

	Are you capable of recording liens?

	

	Do you currently conduct phone interviews or intake with clients?


	

	Do you have the ability to scan documents?

	

	Do you have e-fax capabilities?

	


	Agency Certifications
	Respond “yes” or “no” to the following questions

	Is in good standing with Illinois Secretary of State?
 
	

	Is authorized to do business in Illinois?

	

	Is a non-profit organization?

	

	Has offices and services that are accessible to people with disabilities?

	

	Does not permit discrimination against clients on the basis of gender, race, religion, color, familial status, national origin, ancestry, creed, pregnancy, marital or parental status, sexual orientation, or physical, mental, emotional or learning disability?

	

	Are you able to provide a copy of your Agency Protocol (office procedure) for clients who receive denials, client follow-up standards, and follow-up standards for clients who the Agency has lost touch with or who fail to necessary provide documentation?

  
	

	Does your agency have an established privacy policy regarding personal information, file retention, and information sharing of client data?

	


	Agency Certifications
	Respond “yes” or “no” to the following questions

	Ensures staff and volunteers who will be involved in this Program have no conflicts of interest due to other relationships with servicers, real estate agents, mortgage lenders and/or other entities that may stand to benefit from particular outcomes?

	

	Ensures staff and volunteers who will be involved in this Program are not loan officers and are not involved in loan origination?

	

	Has capacity to provide face-to-face intake?


	

	Does your agency have the capacity to provide telephone intake?


	

	Does your agency have a foreclosure prevention program?


	

	Has staff trained in foreclosure intervention counseling according to a recognized standard (i.e., NeighborWorks America)?

	

	Has a minimum of one full-time staff dedicated to client intake?

	

	Has the capacity to track and report client level and aggregate data?

	

	Will comply with quality control, compliance and evaluation of the Program?

	

	Does your agency charge fees for client intake related to your programs?

	


	Agency Questions
	Please answer the following questions.  You may be asked to provide supporting documentation for your answer.

	How many full-time staff does your Agency employ?
	

	How many full-time staff is dedicated to housing programs?
	

	What are the principal services your agency provides?

 
	

	Which client management system does your Agency utilize?
	

	In what languages can your Agency provide intake services?
 
	

	Has your Agency had findings from compliance monitoring or onsite review from HUD, IHDA or the State of Illinois since January 1, 2009?
	

	If yes, please explain:  

(You may attach additional sheets if necessary)
	


I certify that the information contained herein accurately reflects my Agency and my Agency’s programs. 

Name and Title of Authorized Representative

Signature of Authorized Representative




Date



Please send the completed application to:


Hardest Hit Fund – Homeownership Department


Illinois Housing Development Authority


401 N. Michigan Avenue, Suite 700


Chicago, IL 60611





If you have any questions, please contact Jan van der Woerd at 312-338-0544 or � HYPERLINK "mailto:jvanderwoerd@ihda.org" �jvanderwoerd@ihda.org� (applications can be emailed)
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