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Blight Reduction Program Background

Å¢ƘŜ Lƭƭƛƴƻƛǎ IƻǳǎƛƴƎ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ όάLI5!έύΣ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ U.S. 
Treasury Hardest Hit Fund Program, created the Blight Reduction 
tǊƻƎǊŀƳ όά.wtέύ ƛƴ 2014.

ÅIHDA utilizes repaid Hardest Hit Fund dollars to fund BRP. There is $5.39 
million currently committed under Round 1. All HHF funds must be 
committed prior to HHF program sunset on December 31, 2017.



Blight Reduction Program Purpose

ÅBRP aims to: 

ï decrease preventable foreclosures and stabilize neighborhoods

ï support partnerships between Illinois units of local government and 

their Not-For-Profit Partners

ï provide funding to target blighted, vacant, residential properties in 

specific communities (BRP Target Areas) for demolition, greening, and 

eventual reuse, repurpose, and/or redevelopment



Eligible Costs/Activities

ÅPer property assistance $35,000 (per unit maximum) which may include the 
following on a per unit basis (if applicable):
ï Acquisition (purchase price, lien extinguishment, legal costs)
ï Closing costs (if applicable, i.e., title, recording and transfer fees
ï Demolition
ï Lot Treatment/greening
ï Maintenance ($3,000 per unit)
ï Administrative expenses ($1,750 per unit)



Applications

ÅApplications for BRP were released on September 8, 2014 and due back to IHDA 
on December 8, 2014

Å IHDA received 24 applications from Counties, Municipalities, and Land Banks 
statewide (representing 13 counties) 

Å 15 grantees were accepted (representing 10 counties)

Å Funds to Grantees total $5,390,000.00
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Updating Demolition Specifications



Menu of Bid Spec Modifications to 

Improve Demo Practices

u Soils for Earthwork

u Placement of Fill

u Grading

u Soil Stabilization and Seeding

u Impervious Surface Removal

u Pre-Demolition Survey

u Asbestos NESHAP Compliance

u Managing Harmful Dust

u Waste Management Plan

u Recycling and Salvage

u Waste Handling and Disposal

u Deconstruction

Earthworks Bid Specs

Waste Management

Bid Specs



Asbestos?

ÅTires

Å Illegal dumping

ÅMercury, freon, 

leadé

ÅSalvageable items

ÅHazardous 

conditions



Waste Management Plan

Where do materials go 

once building demolished?

Landfill

Salvage

Recycling

Hazardous



Self-Check: Are the following procedures 

outlined in the Deconstruction Work Plan? 

1. Scheduling

2. Inventory of items to be salvaged

3. Inventory of materials to be diverted for recycling

4. Sequence of deconstruction

5. Contractor qualifications and experience

6. Training for deconstruction contractors 

7. Salvage markets

8. Salvage Material Management Plan (to align with the Waste 

Management Plan)

9. Deconstruction permitting



Prevent fugitive dust through adequate 

wetting

[A garden hose is not 

adequate]



Reuse

Recycle

Landfill



Removed impervious 

surfaces

Basement removed



Sandy loam allows 

infiltration

Backfill testing for 

contaminants 

Sandy 

loam


